The Epistle to the Romans

Study 13
Romans 7

1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 

2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. 

4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.

This absolute truth concerning the laws of God was penned by the great King David under the inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit.  Psalm 19: 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  

And the last words of the Old Testament were these: Malachi 4:4, "Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments."
So dominant were the laws of God that the Jews literally idolized them.  They did so to the point that they regarded the observance of the laws as the means of salvation.
When Paul preached justification by faith, they accused him of disregarding the laws of Moses.  Paul knew exactly the position taken by the Jews because before his conversion he was a practising Pharisee and was far far more observant of the laws of Moses than the average Jew.  During our Lord’s earthly ministry, the Lord met with great opposition from the scribes and Pharisees who accused Him of breaking the laws.  The Lord had to make clear His position with respect to the laws.  He says in Matthew 5:17-19, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven."
Now in regards to Paul’s ministry to Jewish Christians, he surely had to answer many questions from them with regards to their relation to the laws.  He states this relation to the laws in Romans 6:14, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace."  Christians, whether Jewish or Gentile, are not under the condemnation of the law.  In Romans chapter 7, he expounds another truth which is contained in the second part of Romans 6:16 – True believers are not under the law, but under grace.  We will see that although he expounds this truth, he mentions the law twenty odd times in this chapter.
1. Romans 7:1, "Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?"

Qn: What is a man’s relationship to the law, for that matter any law, if he is alive?  What happens to that relationship when he dies.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Romans 7:2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. 

Qn:  What happens to the marriage relationship when one partner (in this instance the husband) dies?  What happens to the woman’s status in relation to the law that binds the relationship when her husband dies?  Is Paul emphasizing the death of the marriage relationship or the death of one of the partners?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Romans 7: 4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

Qn:  This verse talks about a Christian’s relation to the law.  He is dead to the law, not under the jurisdiction of the law to be condemned by the law ‘by the body of Christ’ ie by Christ’s death for him.  If the analogy is to be drawn between the two partners in verses 2 &3 (wife and husband) and the two partners in verse 4 (the Christian and the law), who or what should die in verse 4?  But who dies in verse 4?  So what is the point of the analogy?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Romans 7: 3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. 

4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

Qn:  So, the Christian’s relationship with the law is dead. the old sinful self of the Christian which was under the jurisdiction of the laws has died – crucified with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The relationship is annulled.   The relationship with the law is broken.  The Christian is free from the bondage of the law.  A Christian can say, “Yes, formerly I was dead in my sin.  I was under the condemnation of the law.  But now I am dead to sin.  I am now free from the condemnation of the law.  The law cannot penalise me anymore, because I am dead.”  He is now in a new marriage relationship – he is married to Christ, even to him who is raised from the dead.

Look at this beautiful marriage relationship in Eph 5: 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

We have Christ loving the church sacrificially.  Now if a person is truly dead to the previous relationship of being married to the law and is now in this happy relationship with the Lord, based on this passage in Ephesians, how does he show that he is really in this relationship?  The answer:  By submission.  But, the real question is how should he show his submission?  (a) With respect to the laws – James 1:22,  John 14:15 (b) With respect to his priorities – Matthew 6:33  (c) With respect to earthly things – Co 3:1-4  (d) With respect to human relationship – Matt 10:37,38.  Give practical examples
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

Qn:  If we are ‘married’ to Christ, we should bring forth fruit unto God.  The fruit includes fruits of repentance (consider these sins: Galatians 5:18-21, "But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.");

and the fruits of righteousness.  Explain what these fruits are.  Also what is the chief fruit of righteousness?  What is this followed by?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Romans 7: 5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.

Qn:  Verse 5 may be paraphrased in this manner:  For while we were in the flesh (in our sinful nature and controlled by it), our sinful passions, which were aroused by the law, did work in our body to bring forth fruit for death.
Why is it said that our sinful passions …were aroused by the law?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Qn: We have been delivered from the law, being dead to the bondage of the law …. We have been discharged of all legal liabilities and penalties prescribed by the law.  What is the whole point to this deliverance?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Qn:  What is the difference between serving in newness of spirit and in the oldness of the letter?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Qn:  Consider this illustration:  A woman was married to this man who was a tyrant of a husband.  He literally enslaved her.  He gave her a daily schedule to keep to get maximum service from her.  If she failed he would beat her up.  One day this man passed away.  Not long after that she remarried.  This new husband was very loving and caring.  This woman daily very busily attended to the needs of this husband, but she did it joyfully because he loved her and she loved him.  One day, while clearing the attic she came across a sheet of paper,  on which was written the daily schedule she had to keep while married to her first husband.  She found to her utter amazement, that what she was doing for her new husband was exactly what was required of her by her first husband.   How could this illustration be used to explain our relation to the law with regards to our serving in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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